locally in the pelvis, may nevertheless, in consequence of a direct continuity of tissue, spread to and affect the whole peritoneal sac.
Pelvic peritonitis is not only one of the most common but one of the most important of the diseases of women, for long after the subsidence of the disorder it may result in changes which tend to endanger life. Bands may constrict the Fallopian tube and favour the occurrence of tubal pregnancy by interrupting the impregnated ovum in its passage to the uterus, or the tube after the fimbriated extremity has become hermetically sealed may become distended with serum blood or pus.
Inflammation of the pelvic peritoneum may occur at any period of life. It most commonly develops, however, during the child-bearing epoch, and this, no doubt, is attributable to the physiological variations which may take place in the organs of generation during this period of life.
The inflammatory process may result in a thickening of the peritoneum and in adhesion of the opposing surfaces, and thereby the organs contained in the pelvis may be more or less firmly and completely glued together. The 
